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This is a test!
1 John 4:1-6

The 
Nigerian 
S ?Scam?

$100 MILLION in 15 months!
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P. T. Barnum made a fortune 
on the theory that “a sucker is 

born every minute ”born every minute,

1  Beloved, do not believe every 
spirit, but test the spirits to see 

whether they are from Godwhether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have 

gone out into the world. 

The Warning 1
• Not everything spiritual is 

t !true!

• Many False Prophets in the 
world.
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“God help us to be 
unbelievers in error as well 

as believers in truth ”as believers in truth.   
Ray Stedman

2 By this you know the Spirit of 
God: every spirit that confesses that y p
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh 

is from God; 

Denying Christ
His virgin birth,
His sinless life,
His vicarious death,
His physical resurrection,
His imminent return!
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3 and every spirit that does not 
confess Jesus is not from God; this 

is the spirit of the antichrist, ofis the spirit of the antichrist, of 
which you have heard that it is 

coming, and now it is already in the 
world.  

The Test 2,3
• Faith (Gal 1:8; 2 Cor 11:4)

• Fulfillment (Dt 18:20-22) 

• Fruit (Gal 5)

4 You are from God, little children, 
and have overcome them; because 
greater is He who is in you than hegreater is He who is in you than he 

who is in the world. 
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5 They are from the world; 
therefore they speak as from the 

ld d th ld li t tworld, and the world listens to 
them. 

6 We are from God; he who knows 
God listens to us; he who is not 

from God does not listen to us Byfrom God does not listen to us. By 
this we know the spirit of truth and 

the spirit of error.

The Proof 4-6
• Overcoming the World 4

• Hearing in the World 5

• Hearing in the Church 6
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Christ is the object at which 
faith aims, so he is the stonefaith aims, so he is the stone 
at which all heretics stumble.  

John Calvin

The value and virtue of 
the church -

Read – Read – Read!
Listen – Listen – Listen!

Ask – Ask – Ask!
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“I am not to judge 
the believerthe believer –

just the beliefs!”

Learner sensitive
&&

Disciple oriented


